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Dear Parents and Carers,
On Sunday, 6th February 2022, it will be 70 years since Princess Elizabeth became
Queen Elizabeth II. This is the first time ever that a British monarch has celebrated a
Platinum Jubilee. It is also the day her father, who was King George VI, died. Therefore, it is not a day she celebrates. This year will be the first time that
her husband will not be with The Queen on her accession day.
I will sing aloud of your steadfast love each day. For you have been a fortress for me and
a refuge on the day of my distress.
Psalm 59: 16
The nation will celebrate the Platinum Jubilee in June because the weather is likely to be
better than now! One way is to plant a tree for the jubilee. This was started by Prince
Charles last year. Walkwood has joined in – one tree for each decade of The Queen’s
reign. Her Majesty will be one of our weekly themes in the run-up to the jubilee celebrations in June.
Given the Covid situation nationally in schools where there are younger
children, we have maintained our control measures at a high level. This means that children are continuing to use sanitiser during the day as they move from lesson to lesson,
as well as lunchtime. One area that has been challenging is the provision of physical education lessons. PE teachers always need a Plan A and Plan B for each lesson depending
on the weather. However, the usual curriculum has been amended, and this may well
continue. Quidditch is now being played as part of PE (we do not use broomsticks for this version) and
pupils are being inducted to use the outdoor fitness machines.
Thank you to the many, many parents and carers who took part in the meetings with teachers over the
last two weeks. I hope you found the information helpful and the format was convenient.
Rev. C. Leach, Principal

A prayer for Careers
Lord, I just want to lay my life
and my future career at Your
feet and ask that Your grace
and favour would rest upon
me, as I earnestly seek Your
guidance, praying that You
would establish the work of my
hand and lead me in the direction that You would have me to
go.
Amen

This week’s theme was: Careers
Whole School Target
Whatever you do, work at it with
all your heart, as working for the
Lord, not for human masters.
Colossians 3:23stood over each

95.6%
Whole School Attendance

For the week ahead
The Fruit of Faith
is:

Inclusiveness

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
Matthew 5:45

The assembly
theme:

Book of
Proverbs

These are the proverbs of King Solomon, David’s son:
He wrote them to teach his people how to live, how to act in
every circumstance, for he wanted them to be understanding,
just, and fair in everything they did.
Proverbs1:1-3

We ask for your thoughts and prayers in the week ahead for:
The weekend

Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II

Monday

our teachers of PE

Tuesday

Team GB at the Winter Olympics

Wednesday

delivery drivers in different industries

Thursday

our vacancies and the people
who choose to apply

Friday

staff at the Family Front Door of
Worcestershire Children First

World Book Day 2022
Thursday 3rd March
To celebrate World Book Day this year, we will be holding two competitions.
Competition 1 - the Readathon
From 1st February until 1st March, we will be having a READATHON competition.
During this period, our highest reading pupils in each year group will win the following prizes for the most words read:
1st place - £20 Book Token
2nd place - £15 Book Token
3rd place - £10 Book Token
Also the winning teaching group (with the most words read recorded on Renaissance) will win an afternoon of pizza in school and a lesson 'off' of lessons! This means
that our pupils need to pull together as a TEAM and read, read, read! Every quiz will count. Additionally, anyone who has reached Millionaire status since the start of
September (meaning they have read one million words or more) will also be awarded £15 Book Token!

Competition 2 - Story Pebbles
Remember in the lockdowns, there were lots of pebbles around towns, which were painted with messages of hope and positivity? You would often see these on paths
around Redditch, such as around Arrow Valley Lake. We would like our pupils to ALL to decorate a pebble to celebrate how much Walkwood loves reading.
It is simple:
1) Choose a medium/large sized pebble – smooth and flat is best
2) Decorate to show either a book cover or a character from a favourite book. Using paints or chalk pens works well
3) Try to include the name of the book or character on the pebble
4) Write your name and class underneath the pebble

The best designs will then be displayed along our main path leading to reception. They will be sprayed with varnish to make the design permanent and weather-proof,
before being permanently affixed along the pathway. This will make a beautifully visual display to our visitors to show how much we read! Staff will be participating too.
How creative can you be?
These positivity pebbles were on display locally in Alcester during lockdown. You can spot some book characters here, too! Do you notice how intricate some of these
designs are?

Please send all Story Pebbles to Mrs Johnson’s office by World Book Day (3/3/22).
Finally, pupils will enjoy reading poetry across their lessons during the week of World Book Day.
Pupils will not be dressing up for World Book Day.
Please let me know of any questions via email. Happy reading!

Mrs Johnson
Assistant Principal/Head of English

We have a number of vacancies that have arisen over recent months
that we are now offering to recruit for. We would welcome applications
from individuals looking to explore flexible working hours. This includes
situations where full-time or part-time working may be considered—if
the needs of candidates and the needs of the school can be blended,
then that works for both sides.
Please click below for more details:

Administrative Assistant

Advertisement

Applicant pack

Caretaker

Advertisement

Applicant pack

Cleaner - end of day

Advertisement

Applicant pack

Cleaner - during the day

Advertisement

Applicant pack

Design Technician

Advertisement

Applicant pack

Science Technician

Advertisement

Applicant pack

Teaching Assistant

Advertisement

Applicant pack

Walkwood Church of England Middle School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Successful applicants
will be required to undertake an enhanced DBS check.
Application forms are available from the school website: Application form for support staff
Also reference the Guidance notes and the Privacy Statement. The school recruitment policy is also
viewable at Recruitment—Walkwood Church of England Middle School

This week’s Word of the Week:

determine

What word class is this word? Could it belong to more than one word class?
How many syllables does it have?
Write the dictionary definition(s) of this word, using your own words.
Are there any synonyms for the word?
Are there any antonyms for the word?
Write four sentences, each containing the word.
Challenge: vary the type of sentence each time: write one as a statement; one as a question; one
as a command and one as an exclamation sentence.
For example, if the Word of the Week were joyous:
Statement: Xavier is feeling joyous this morning.
Question: Does that music sound joyous to you?
Command: Make yourself look a little more joyous.
Exclamation: What a joyous evening!
Show your tutor your notes on Word of the Week and receive a merit for answering the questions
above!

for 2nd January 2022 — 2nd February 2022
Congratulations to:
Top Girl

Amna Hussain (5E2) - who has read 599,982 words
Top Boy
Joe Craig (5C3) - who has read 982,053 words
Well done - 3 merits will be awarded to you both.
Keep reading Walkwood, next week it could be YOU …….

The following information concerns how we continue to ensure that pupils are cared for within our
school:
Early help:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf

E-safety:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety

Anti-bullying:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf

Attendance:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf

Prevent:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf

Safeguarding:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf

Relationships and Sex Education: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%
20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf

New household account feature for parents reporting test results
NHS Test and Trace are continuing to develop and improve the process for self-test reporting. Currently, if a
parent is submitting results through their account on behalf of a child, they have to enter the child’s details
every time they report a result.
As a result of feedback from parents, NHS Test and Trace have introduced household accounts. This allows
parents to save their children’s details to their own user accounts so parents can report results for multiple
members in the household more quickly and easily.
When reporting self-test results parents will now be offered the opportunity to create a household account,
which should take no more than 2 minutes. Parents can then add all household members to their account,
enabling them to save time when reporting all future self-test results.

Date

Activity

Location

Open To Cost

Leader

Outward Bound

Yorkshire

Y6

£ 324

Rev Leach

Wed 22 –
Fri 24

Arts and Theatres

London

Y8

£ 300

Rev Leach

Fri 24 –
Mon 27

Outward Bound

Yorkshire

Y7

£ 324

Rev Leach

Fri 24 Mon 27

Outward Bound

Brecon Beacons

Y5

£ 220

Mr Macdonald /
Mrs Cull

Ski Trip

Obertauern,
Austria

Y5-Y7

£ 1360

Mrs Cull

May 2022
Fri 13 –
Mon 16
June 2022

February 2023
Sat 4 –
Sat 11

Date

Event

Monday 21 to Friday 25 February

Half Term

Wednesday 30 March

Y6 Yorkshire information evening 6.30 pm

Friday 8 April

End of Term

Monday 25 April

Staff Development Day

0

Tuesday 26 April

First day of the Summer Term

2

Wednesday 18 May

Y5 residential information evening 6.30 pm

2

Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June

Half Term

Thursday 9 June

Y5 Y7 Parent’s evening 4.00 —7.00 pm

Wednesday 15 June

Y5 Y7 Parent’s evening 4.00 —7.00 pm

Thursday 21 July

End of Term

2

