10th June 2022
Issue 448

Dear Parents and Carers,
books. In assemblies this week, Mrs Johnson has told of our
school successes with reading. She was able to explain how
reading will increase the life chances of children, and is a necessary task when carrying
out different jobs. Our aspiration is for reading to be an empowering experience, in
that there is power in the understanding of words and written constructions, be they
facts or stories. There is plenty of research that supports our desire to empower pupils through highly
effective reading, and books are a major component of that. We shall have a reading competition, with
rewards for the highest reader as well as the most improved reader in each English class.
There is also a creative writing competition this half term, with prizes for key stage 2 pupils
(Years 5 and 6) as well as for children in key stage 3 (Years 7 and 8). The genre can be whatever
the writer finds the most appropriate, including a story, letter, online post, or even a diary entry.
We cannot all be writers of the calibre of Shakespeare, but we can give the task of composing
our own piece of writing a good try.
batteries. Pupil Parliament has chosen to give us a challenge to collect batteries for recycling. Each tutor group has a box for used batteries, so pupils
can bring any ‘spent’ batteries and we shall count up which tutor group does the best. Therefore, if
you have any such batteries at home, please offer them to our pupils so we can meet our target
number for recycling.
Let your work be manifest to your servants and your glorious power to their children.

Psalm 90:16

There are a small number of motorists who are using the white zigzag lines at the front of school as an
appropriate place to drop off pupils. There have been messages within The Insider about this being a
traffic offence, and the yellow leaflet on page 3 inside reminds. However, I have been assured that when
traffic enforcement officers visit Feckenham Road, there will not be any warnings but that fines are very
likely to be imposed.
Rev. C. Leach, Principal

A prayer for Pentecost
Father, We thank you for Pentecost when you sent your spirit
down to be with us. We praise
your name that we can be supported and lifted up by the spirit,
and guided onto your path for us.
Thank you Lord that we are
blessed by your spirit and that He
is with us wherever we go. Thank
you that He helps us to speak to
you. In your name.
Amen.

This week’s theme was: Pentecost
When the day of Pentecost came, they
were all together in one place. Suddenly
a noise like a strong, blowing wind came
from heaven and filled the whole house
where they were sitting. They saw something like flames of fire that were separated and stood over each person there.
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit,
and they began to speak different languages by the power the Holy Spirit was
giving them.

Acts 2:1-4

Whole School
AttendanceTarget
95.6%

For the week ahead
The Fruit of Faith
is:

Honour

I have honoured my followers in the same way that you honoured me, in order that they may be one with each other, just
as we are one.
John 17:22

The assembly
theme:

The Ten
Commandments

He proclaimed the laws you must obey—the Ten Commandments—and wrote them on two stone tablets.

Deuteronomy 4:13

We ask for your thoughts and prayers in the week ahead for:
The weekend

fairness and truth in our national
politics.

Monday

Ukraine

Tuesday

our local Police staff

Wednesday

our sports teams as they compete

Thursday

Walkwood’s Governing Body

Friday

preparations for the Commonwealth Games in Birmingham

For information about the curriculum for each year group, please select:
Year 5

Year 6

Year 7

Year 8

For information about specific curriculum subjects, you will find the calendars here:
Art and Technology
Music

Computing

Physical Education

Drama

English French

Science

Mathematics

Spiritual & Social Education

Additionally, for Careers
For the overall rationale for the way we have put the curriculum together, or for how the
pastoral system operates, please select:
Curriculum Rationale

Pastoral Strategy

The following information concerns how we continue to ensure that pupils are cared for within our
school:
Early help:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf

E-safety:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety

Anti-bullying:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf

Attendance:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf

Prevent:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf

Safeguarding:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf

Relationships and Sex Education: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%
20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf

This week’s Word of the Week:

discern

What word class is this word? Could it belong to more than one word class?
How many syllables does it have?
Write the dictionary definition(s) of this word, using your own words.
Are there any synonyms for the word?
Are there any antonyms for the word?
Write four sentences, each containing the word.
Challenge: vary the type of sentence each time: write one as a statement; one as a question; one
as a command and one as an exclamation sentence.
For example, if the Word of the Week were joyous:
Statement: Xavier is feeling joyous this morning.
Question: Does that music sound joyous to you?
Command: Make yourself look a little more joyous.
Exclamation: What a joyous evening!
Show your tutor your notes on Word of the Week and receive a merit for answering the questions
above!

for 8th May 2022 — 8th June 2022
Congratulations to:
Top Girl
Amna Hussain ( BAFA ) - who has read 646,129 words
Top Boy
Rowan Campbell ( CPJE ) - who has read 422,974 words
Well done - 3 merits will be awarded to you both.
Keep reading Walkwood, next week it could be YOU …….

New ‘Pupil Leadership Team’ for 2022-2023
This Friday, 10th June, we will be launching the new ‘Pupil Leadership Team' for 2022-2023. Current year 7 pupils will have the
opportunity to apply for a role, ready for the new academic year in September. The aim of the ‘PLT’ is to empower pupils to
become ambassadors for the school, take on leadership roles and to be involved in our school community.
This will be launched during an assembly and pupils will be advised on the job descriptions for each available role, which
include Head Boy and Head Girl, College Captains and Vice Captains and a team of Prefects. Students are now encouraged
to write their letters of application, stating their skills/qualities and why they feel they would be good in the role.

The closing date for applications is Friday 1st July.
All applications need to be handed into Miss Reeves and once we have received applications, shortlisting will take place
between 4th-6th July. By the 8th of July pupils will be aware of their success and will be invited to take part in the ‘Hustings’
part of the process. It is important that the newly elected ‘Pupil Leadership Team’ represent the pupils in our school and so
the ‘Hustings’ is their chance to have their say. Those shortlisted for roles will give a speech before their peers stating why
they should be elected.
Tuesday 6th/ Wednesday 7th September will see the first of the Hustings for College Captains.
Friday 9th September will see the Hustings for Head Boy and Girl.
I am sure you will join me in wishing all the pupil’s good luck in the application process. The
‘Pupil Leadership Team’ will then be announced during a whole school assembly on 16 th
September.
Miss Reeves
PLT Coordinator

The work undertaken by the ‘PLT’ has been invaluable and a great success. Here are some of the views from the team:

Date

Activity

Location

Open To Cost

Leader

Wed 22 –
Fri 24

Arts and Theatres

London

Y8

£ 300

Rev Leach

Fri 24 –
Mon 27

Outward Bound

Yorkshire

Y7

£ 324

Rev Leach

Fri 24 Mon 27

Outward Bound

Brecon Beacons

Y5

£ 220

Mr Macdonald /
Mrs Cull

Ski Trip

Obertauern,
Austria

Y5-Y7

£ 1360

Mrs Cull

June 2022

February 2023
Sat 4 –
Sat 11

Date

Event

Wednesday 15 June

Y5 Y7 Parent’s evening 4.00 —7.00 pm

Tuesday 12 July

Summer Concert

Thursday 21 July

End of Term

Monday 5 September

Staff Development Day

Tuesday 6 September

First Day of the Autumn Term

Monday 24 - Friday 28 October

Half Term

Friday 16 December

End of Term

Tuesday 3 January

Staff Development Day

Wednesday 4 January

First day of the Spring Term

0

Monday 20– Friday 24 February

Half Term

2

Friday 31 March

End of Term

3

Monday 17 April

Staff Development Day

Tuesday 18 April

First day of the Summer Term

Monday 29 May - 2 June

Half Term

Friday 21 July

End of Term

2
0
2
2

2

