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Dear Parents and Carers,

Unlike some supermarkets, the Christmas decorations only went up this week! Advent (the
season of preparation before Christmas) officially begins this Sunday, although those who have
an Advent calendar would have started on Thursday, | suspect. The colour for Advent is purple,
to show we are preparing for an event.

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. John 1: 9

At school, we have our own Advent calendar, where some of our Year 5 pupils come down
each day when they do not have assembly. We open up a window as it tells the Christmas
story, and have a prayer before sharing some chocolate! As we get closer to Christmas, more
9 of the nativity story is uncovered.

“ Year 5 are also looking at Advent in their Spiritual and Social Education
lessons. The Advent wreath is made up of four coloured candles, standing for peace, love, joy and
hope. There is a white candle that is lit at Christmas-time, with the third candle being pink, while
the others are purple.

The daytime, however, is less and less, so please encourage your youngster to be sensible to and from school.
Equally, if you drive along Feckenham Road or Tennyson Road, please reduce your speed still further as the street
lights may be ‘on’ during darker days.

With two weeks of school left this term, we shall keep lessons going until the Deep Days of the final week, when the
learning takes on a different form. ‘Keeping things going’ means that the routines continue and pupils feel calmer.
We’d hate for them to be bored!

Rev. C. Leach
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For the week ahead

At last | have seen what is good and beautiful: It is to eat and drink and to
. enjoy the good in all our hard work under the sun during the brief lives God

. Achievement . . s

Is: gives us. That is our lot in life.

Ecclesiastes 5:18

The Fruit of Faith

Joseph had a dream. God’s angel spoke in the dream: “Joseph, son of Da-
vid, don’t hesitate to get married. Mary’s pregnancy is Spirit-

The assembly . conceived. God’s Holy Spirit has made her pregnant. She will bring a son to
theme will be: Advent - waiting birth, and when she does, you, Joseph, will name him Jesus - ‘God saves’ —
because he will save his people from their sins.”

Matthew 1:20-22
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Renaissance Home Connect

Dear Parent or Carer,

Your child uses a software program called Renaissance Place at school. This program has a special fea-
ture called Renaissance Home Connect, which your child and you can access outside of school from
any computer with an Internet connection. Renaissance Home Connect is fun and easy to use. It al-
lows the teacher, you and your child to share information about your child’s progress in Accelerated
Reader.

You can log in to Renaissance Home Connect from any computer with an Internet connection and
compatible browser. For a list of compatible browsers, type the following URL in any browser: http://
support.renlearn.com/techkb/techkb/10624292e.asp

To log in to Renaissance Home Connect Website: https://Ukhosted23.renlearn.co.uk/2250823/
HomeConnect

Your child has been given their username and password.

If you'd like to receive emails showing your student's quiz or test results, click the Email Setup link in
Renaissance Home Connect and follow the directions. To be sure these emails reach your inbox, add
homeconnectautodelivery(@renlearnrp.com to your address book. If you have questions about Re-
naissance Home Connect, please contact your child’s English teacher.

Thank you
Mrs R Shanley
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Reading

Reading remains a huge priority at our school and as part of that, we would like to share with you recommended read-
ing lists for each year group - all of them considered to be high quality reading books. With Christmas approaching,
you may wish to purchase these as gifts for your children or you may wish to visit a local library to explore these titles,
many of which are in our own school library also -

Year 5 recommended reading list:

Year 6 recommended reading list:

Year 7 recommended reading list:

Year 8 recommended reading list:

You may also find these tips useful to help motivate with reading at home:

Make reading part of daily life. Children copy the adults in their lives so set an example by treating yourself to a
quick read when you get a quiet moment. It is worth looking at where the reading material is in your home. Can
books be stored - or displayed - in places where your family relaxes? Bedtime is a traditional reading time, but if
it doesn’t work for you think about other slots. If you know you will have to wait while a sibling does a class or
for an appointment, you could bring something toread.

It all counts. So let them read what they enjoy. It doesn’t have to be a novel. It doesn’t have to be fiction. Cereal
packets, joke books and Top Trumps all count for beginners. For more advanced readers, consider nonfiction,
comics and graphic novels. The novelty factor of an e-reader could jump-start an interest in reading, and teenag-
ers might enjoy story-telling apps too.

Integrate interests. A book about football might entice someone who prefers pitches to pages - or a cartoon
universe encyclopaedia could tempt a TV fan. Current affairs might appeal, too: bills itself as a weekly
newspaper for young people. Or there’s , @ magazine for junior scientists. It’s worth researching
favourite authors: some offer freebies like exclusive stories and sneak previews to online fans.

are a good place to begin.

What a treat. Second-hand book shops are stocked with affordable treats, so bring a new (to your child, any-
way) book on holiday. Or buy a magazine on the journey. Subscriptions make great gifts— and charities with chil-
dren’s branches often publish a magazine — RNLI, for instance. Other magazines that might be of interest

are and

Talk about it. Discussing what you are reading will give you some fascinating insights. Questions like, “Where
did we get to?” and “What do you think happens next?”” send a message that you care about your child’s opin-
ions. Older children might be interested in what you are reading yourself - treasure these conversations and fol-
low up anything they recommend. It’s very satisfying to pass on your childhood favourites: even share your own
copies — but be ready for some challenging questions about the values of previous generations.



http://www.firstnews.co.uk/
http://www.whizzpopbang.com/
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/author-interviews
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/author-interviews
http://www.thephoenixcomic.co.uk/
https://www.aquila.co.uk/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-5-pupils-ks2-age-9-10/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-7-pupils-ks2-age-11-12/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-8-pupils-ks3-age-12-13/
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Festive Jumpers

On the last day of this term, Friday 16th December, pupils and staff are
invited to replace their usual jumpers with a Christmas version. The rest of
the Walkwood uniform is to be worn, please, as it is not a non-uniform day.

This is not compulsory! There will be pupils and adults who will be in their
usual attire. School will finish at the usual time: ho,
ho, ho!
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Children in Need. Q

We ask for a donation of £ 1 which will go to




AtNational Online Safety, we believein , carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one of i munyupps which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www. .nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

%&F%What Parents & Carers Need to Know:about
e

(certain features are
restricted to over-18s only)

leTok is a free social mediaiplatform thclt lets users create, share and watch short videos ranging
anywhere from 15 seconds to 10 minutes in duration. The app gained notoriety for its viral dances,
nds and celebrity cameos and can be a creative, fun platform for teens to enjoy. Nowauvqlluble in75
nguages,.it;has more than a billion active users,worldwide (as of spring 2022) and |s§most popular

th the under-16 ugﬁ bracket. In fact, a,2022/0fcom report found TikTok to be/the' most-used social
media plutf im for, postlng content particularly amonag young people aged12 to 17.
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Advice for Parents & Carers
\ MAKE ACCOUNTS PRIVATE ~ UM\IT IN-APP SPENDING

f Although under-16s will have their TikTok |
account set to private by default, bypassing

ENABLE FAMILY PAIRING

Family Pairing allows parents to link their

If your child is using an iPhone or Android
TikTok account with their child’s and control

device to access TikTok, you can alter the settings
to prevent them from making in-app purchases.

their settings remotely. Parents can then, for R this setting is relatively easy. However, parents
‘ example, turn on Restricted Mode (reducing the have the ability to manually set their child’s We'd recommend that you enable this feature, as it's
. chances of a child seeing inappropriate content} set M account to private — meaning that their videos | quite easy for a oun person without recllsmg
\ screen time limits; and manage their child’s ability to won't be visible to strangers and they won‘t be what they're doin nd a significant amount of
send messages (and to whom). Children can‘t alter able to exchange messc?es with people who real money buylng leTo coins so they can unlock
these settings without parental approvul aren’t on their friends lis more features of the app. ‘

DISCUSS T\-\E DANGERS

READ THE SIGNS

If your child wants to use TikTok and you're harpz for them to do | If you're concerned that your child might be spending too

- so, it's crucial to talk about the potential risks in this type of app. | ' ., much time on TikTok, or that they’ve been emotionally affected
For example, ensure they understand not to share any |dent|fy|ng by something inap roprlute or upsettlnﬂ’thut they’'ve seen, it’s
personal information - and that they realise they could be exposed - important to know how to spot the possible signs. Increased
to inappropriate content. Thinking critically about what they see on irritability and a lack of concentratlon are potentlal red flags, as

TikTok can help children become generally more social media savvy. are failing to complete homework or regularly not eating meals.

(S, -

Meet Our Expert

Carly Page is an experienced technology journalist with a
track record of more than 10 years in the industry. Previously
the editor of tech tabloid The Inquirer, Carly is nowa
freelance technology journdlist, editor and consultant.

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com ’ @natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 23.11.2022
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Top Readers for 30.10.2022 — 30.11.2022

Congratulations to:

Top Girl

Alice Parker (Year 7 BDDE) - who has read 1,088,117 words .

Top Bo NN NREAMS

AND DREAMS AWAY THE COLD

Jackson Kirby (Year 7 ALWO) - who has read 377,822 words.

Well done - merits will be awarded to you both.

Keep reading Walkwood, next week it could be YOU ...




Knowing our curriculum

For information about the curriculum for each year group, please select:

;{ *a Year s Year 6 Year 7 Year 8

For information about specific curriculum subjects, you will find the calendars here:

Art and Technology =~ Computing Drama English French Mathematics

Music  Physical Education Science Spiritual & Social Education
82

Additionally, for Careers ﬁé*i
P

. . 0
For the overall rationale for the way we have put the curriculum together, or for how the
pastoral system operates, please select:

Curriculum Rationale Pastoral Strategy

Walkwood

Church of England (f Middle School

For information about our school:

www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk

Keeping children safe

The following information concerns how we continue to ensure that pupils are cared for within our
school:

Early help: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%200ffer.pdf

E-safety: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety

Anti-bullying:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf

Attendance: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf

Prevent: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf

Safeguarding:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf

Relationships and Sex Education: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%
20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf



https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-5
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-6
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-7
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-8
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Art
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Computing
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/drama
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/English
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Modern-Languages
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Mathematics
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Music
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Physical-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Science
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Spiritual-Social-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/careers
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/curriculumrationale
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a9c7-Pastoral%20strategy%20for%20website.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf

Each week, there is a word displayed here. If the pupils have a go at the tasks below
linked to the weekly word, they will earn a point from their tutor. Once per fort-
night the tutor will go through the previous two weeks’ words and pupils will work
collaboratively exploring their meanings, features and usage.

1. What word class is this word? Could it belong to more than one word class?
2. How many syllables does it have?

3. Write the dictionary definition(s) of this word, using your own words.

4. What are the synonyms for the word?

5. What are the antonyms for the word?

6. Write four sentences, each containing the word.

Vary the type of sentence each time: write one as a statement; one as a question; one as a com-
mand and one as an exclamation sentence.

For example, if the Word of the Week were exhilarated:

Statement:  Sawm is feeling exhilarated this morning.



T ——

Clubs and Activities

Autumn Term 2

Before School Lunchtime After School
7:45am — 8:45am 12.15 - 1.00pm 3:30pm - 4:45pm

Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI

Monday
Lexia Club ITA Miss Walker
Tuesday Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI Keyboard Club, Music Room, GLA.
Sign up only.
Choir, Music Room, GLA, 12.35pm-1pm. 10 spaces available.
All welcome.
First sitting lunch pass required. See Mrs Laishley to
sign up.
Wednesday Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI Year 7 & 8 fitness club.
Parental permission and sign up needed Meet in
the changing rooms

Reading club, room 18, duration of lunch, JWa RMA & LWO

Last session Wednesday 7™ December
Lexia Club ITA Mrs Shanley
KS2 boogie bounce
Sign up only
Meet in changing rooms
KRE
Last session Wednesday 7™ December
Year 5-8 STEM Club. (Lab 1)
current group to continue until 7 Dec
FCl
Thursday Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI Year 5 & 6 fitness club.
Parental permission and sign up needed Meet in

the changing rooms

Science Homework Drop In — Computing (Year 7 CHU & PMI
and 8) Last session Thursday 8" December

Ks3 Boogie Bounce club
Sign up only
Meet in changing rooms
KRE
Last session Thursday 8" December

Year 5-8 Art Club. Puppetry and Xmas Gonks.
First come first serve basis. 12 spaces available.
Parental permission and sign up needed. Starts

29" September - 8th December
MGR

Yr5-8 Drama club. 30 spaces available. Parental

permission and sign up needed. Starts 10™ No-
vember.

PAL & DDE

Friday Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/PWE




Date Year group Destination Day trip? Residential?> Cost
07/07 - 5° Brecon Beacons v £250
10/07/2023
12/05/2023 |6 Blackwell v £38 *
- Osmington Ba

30/06 . h g y v £285
03/07/2023 Activity Park
19/07/2023 |8 Drayton Manor 4 £40 *
04/02 - ° Obertauern, v

£1360
11j02f2023 |®7/8 Austria >

°
Fully booked

* Current estimated cost




Date
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Friday 16 December

End of Term

Tuesday 3 January

Staff Development Day

Wednesday 4 January First day of the Spring Term

Monday 9 January Parents English KS2 Workshop 6.30-7.30pm
Thursday 19 January Y6, Y8 Parents’ Evening 4.00 -7.00pm
Wednesday 25 January Y6, Y8 Parents’ Evening 4.00 -7.00pm
Monday 20- Friday 24 February Half Term

Friday 31 March End of Term

Monday 17 April

Staff Development Day

Tuesday 18 April

First day of the Summer Term

Monday 29 May - 2 June

Half Term

Thursday 8 June

Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm

Wednesday 14 June

Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm

Friday 21 July

End of Term




