18th December 2020
Issue 389

Dear Parents and Carers,
This term is always the longest of the school year, and we have navigated it well because of our pupils’
conduct and engagement, and also because of the professionalism of Walkwood’s staff. The adjusted arrangements have worked so well, with attendance remaining high and support being applied where it has
been requested and/or needed. May I also thank you for the supportive messages throughout the term,
emails that have understood the enormity of the task of keeping the school safe and productive in these
challenging times. Naturally, our efforts will continue into 2021.
As usual, term has ended with some special activities. The competitions within the year groups culminated yesterday with an awards afternoon for one class in each year. Today has been a Deep Day where pupils have learnt a bit more about the Christmas story and the characters involved. Arts and crafts have
been applied to make the day different, and there has been a high level of engagement around the classrooms this morning. Each end of term has a celebration assembly, and we used Microsoft Teams today,
including prize draws for 100% attendance , zero demerits, over 300 points, along with the all-important
College Cup!
In the next couple of weeks I hope you and your families will have a safe and happy time, even if you cannot all be together.

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit
Romans 15:13
Rev. C. Leach, Principal

A prayer for The Star

Whole School Attendance

95.38%

This week’s theme was:
The Star

Whole School Target
95.6%

Be a bright flame before me,
O God a guiding star above me.
Be a smooth path below me,
a kindly shepherd behind me.
Amen.

And the star the wise men had seen
in the east went on ahead of them
until it stopped over the place where
the child was. They were thrilled and
excited to see the star. When the
men went into the house and saw
the child with Mary, his mother, they
knelt down and worshiped him.
Matthew 2: 9-11re.

Congratulations to the following
tutor groups 99%+ for the week
commencing 07.12.20:
7E2
MAB

For the week ahead
The Fruit of Faith
is:

Inclusiveness

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
Matthew 5:45

The assembly
theme:

Epiphany—
giving gifts

When the wise men went into the house and saw the child with
Mary, his mother, they knelt down and worshiped him. They
took out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh and gave
them to him.
Matthew 2: 11

Our prayer for the holiday period, including the new year:

Loving God, thank you that in your love, forgiveness and compassion you did not abandon all that you have made but came amongst us in your Son, Jesus Christ, to heal,
guide and transform. May your life and love truly inform and shape all our hearts and
minds for the challenges and the opportunities that lie before us. For those who struggle, may there be comfort and release; for those who would bring relief, may there be
wisdom and strength; and for those who lead, and for us all, may eyes and minds,
hearts and hands be open to see, love and respond, as you see, love and respond, for
the sake and love of all. Amen.
James Tebbutt, Cumbria District Chair, The Methodist church

Reporting a positive Covid-19 test during the holidays
During the Christmas break it is our school’s responsibility to support Public Health with contact tracing
for positive cases. Where a pupil has spent any time in school in the 48 hours before the onset of symptoms we need to know. This means that once we have broken up on the 18th December and a child displays symptoms on the Saturday or Sunday following that, it is important that you inform the school.
You can do this by pressing on the yellow banner above.
Next term
With the relaxed rules for all Tiers over the Christmas period, from 23rd to 27th December, to enable
families to enjoy a Christmas which is as close to normal as possible, there is inevitably going to be a
spike in cases in January. To avoid the potential significant impact on other children’s learning, it is very
important that no pupils return to school if they are displaying any COVID related symptoms, or are unwell in any way. There are potentially other symptoms linked to coronavirus but these are the three
most prevalent ones. If you have any doubt at all then please keep your child at home and arrange for
them to be tested. If they then receive a negative result they can immediately return to school when
they are well enough.
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Autumn—second half term

Malvern

26,144

Bredon

25,621

Abberley 25,157
Cleeve

24,848

Messages to school during half term
The school office will be closed during the Christmas holidays. However, if you do
want to let us know about any particular matters, we shall be able to respond once
school reopens at the start of next term.

office@walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk
For letting us know about any Covid-19 cases, please use the link below.

Reporting a positive Covid-19 test during the holidays
What a Star!
Maisie Hunt from 5E1 is having 12 inches of her hair cut off
as she wishes to donate it to the Little Princess Trust who
make wigs for young children who have lost their hair due
to cancer treatment.
Well done Maisie - - you should be very proud of yourself!

This week’s Word of the Week:

vie
What word class is this word? Could it belong to more than one word class?
How many syllables does it have?
Write the dictionary definition(s) of this word, using your own words.
Are there any synonyms for the word?
Are there any antonyms for the word?
Write four sentences, each containing the word.
Challenge: vary the type of sentence each time: write one as a statement; one as a question; one
as a command and one as an exclamation sentence.
For example, if the Word of the Week were joyous:
Statement: Xavier is feeling joyous this morning.
Question: Does that music sound joyous to you?
Command: Make yourself look a little more joyous.
Exclamation: What a joyous evening!
Show your tutor your notes on Word of the Week and receive a merit for answering the questions
above!

for 16th November 2020 - 16th December 2020
Congratulations to:
Top Boy
Ethan Skinner (6C1 - Malvern ) - who has read 1,559,906 words
Top Girl
Lauren Carrington (8E1 - Abberley) - who has read 506,440 words
Awesome reading - well done - 3 merits will be awarded to you both.
Keep reading Walkwood, next week it could be YOU …….

The following information concerns how we continue to ensure that pupils are cared for within our
school:
Early help:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf

E-safety:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety

Anti-bullying:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf

Attendance:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf

Prevent:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf

Safeguarding:

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf

Relationships and Sex Education: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%
20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf

Check if you or your child has coronavirus symptoms
Track and trace

Stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed
coronavirus (COVID-19) infection
Guidance for households with grandparents, parents and children
living together where someone is at increased risk or has possible
or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection

Date

Event

Monday 4 January

Staff Development Day

Tuesday 5 January

First day of the Spring Term

2

Monday 15 to Friday 19 February

Half Term

0

Thursday 1 April

End of Term

2

Monday 19 April

Staff Development Day

1

Tuesday 20 April

First day of the Summer Term

Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June

Half Term

Wednesday 21 July

End of Term

